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BROWNSBORO 
PIONEER TOWN 
REMEMBERED 


Brownsboro Pioneer Town Remembered 


This little village was 
named Brownsborough after 
Henry R. Brown, an early set- 
tler. The community, on occa- 
sion, was also called Browns- 
burg. On June 25, 1892, it was 
officially changed to Browns- 
boro. 

In 1852, Henry R. Brown 
and his brother, Robert, left 
Wisconsin and came to Oregon 
Territory in search of gold. 
Robert went north for a while, 
and Henry staked a gold claim 
on Sterling Creek. Although 
there was excitement in finding 
gold, Henry had another vision, 
one of home and family. When- 
Donation Land Claim Act., he 
set out in search of good land. 
His quest took him to the un- 
spoiled wilderness of Little 
Butte Creek. Here was a 
hunter's paradise, the mountain 
stream was brimming with fish, 
and the land was good rich soil. 

Henry settled in the 
midst of a band of Rogue River 
Indians and he became good 
friends with Chief Jake. Henry 
hunted the surrounding hills 
and canyons and sold the meat 
to the Jacksonville miners. 
Chief Jake, and his band, 
watched out for Henry's horses 
while he was hunting. 

Above Henry Brown's log 
cabin on the edge of Little Butte 
Creek, was one of the Indian 
camps. The chief promised 
Henry protection as long as he 
was in his cabin at night. Henry 
would start the fire in the morm- 
ing to let the Indians know he 
was home. 

Henry made a trip back 
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to Wisconsin in 1859 to bring 
his family west, and while 
there, he married Martha Mary 
Beamsley. The wagon train 
started out with Henry, Martha, 
Henry's 70 year old mother, 
Celia Mary, George Brown his 
wife, Mary Jane (Tinker), and 
their two months old baby, 
William Brown, John Smith, 
Harry Buckingham, James 
Beamstley, George Tinker, Abe 
Jones, William Earnshaw, and 
his wife Annie (Brown), the 
youngest sister of Henry. 
Henry brought along 18 fine 
horses to stock his ranch on 
Little Butte. Henry Brown’s Do- 
nation Land Claim was settled 
in Oct. 1854. It was located 
about 1 mile southeast of the 
center of Brownsboro. Henry 
later acquired land along both 
sides of LittleButte Creek. 


Hard life in Oregon Territory 


James Beamsley, Henry 
Brown’s brother-in-law, did not 
like the west and especially 
Oregon Territory. He wrote let- 
ters back home to Wisconsin 
telling how unpleasant this 
country was: 1860 “I intend to 
retum in a year or so. This is 
one of the God forsaken coun- 
tries to live in that | ever saw. 
Nothing to see but mountains. 

“We all got through safe 
after wading through so many 
different tribes of Indians. | 
kind of wish that we would 
have a skirmish so | could hav 
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“,....Killed 2 deer, 12 
mexican quail, 12 jackrabbits 
and 1 mountain grouse, but | 
would prefer to shoot prairie 
chicken in Wisconsin. 

1861: “| see strings of 
100 to 200 teams today, 
(speaking of Jacksonville), the 
grass is knee high on Little 
Butte Creek. There is no sick- 
ness of any account around 
here and everyone appears to 
be quite healthy, but this is aw- 
ful country to live in. A fellow 
has to rough it in most any way. 
No man ever comes to this 
country but he learns how to 
work his own grub...you will find 
some find gold specimens in 
this letter. 

1862: “| have been in 
Oregon, this is a very rough, 
wild country to live in. Just have 
returned from a journey of 600 
miles, rode it on horseback in 
16 days. This is our only way to 
go anywhere, to go horseback 
and pack everything on horse- 
back.” 

Poor James Beamsley 
never made it back to his 
beloved Wisconsin, nor did he 
ever get to marry his beautiful 
bride. The following account of 
his death was written in 1864. 
“After having his gun broken, he 
(James) about to be married, 
was seized by an attack of 
diptheria, from the effect of 
which he died.” 


Brownsborough 


John Bilger, and his 
brother, William owned grocely 
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Top: Brownsboro Store & Post Office CA. 1905 
Bell Family L-R Victor, Mabel,Donna, Orlin & Bess 
The Bells ran the store and James Bell was postmaster in 1893. He also operated a 
thrashing company all over the valley. Later some of the Bell family ran the Bell House a 
lodging and boarding house at Talent, OR 


and hardware stores at Jack- 
sonville and Willow Springs. 
John acquired land on Little 
Butte Creek and built a sawmill 
and small store in 1871. On 
February 13, 1873 the post office 
was established at Brownsbor- 
ough with John Bilger as post- 
master. In Dec. 1873, the Bilgers 
sold their store to Henry R. and 
Robert Brown. When their part- 
nership dissolved, Robert be- 
came owner and later was ap- 
pointed postmaster of Browns- 
boro. In 1877, Robert Brown built 
a store in Eagle Point (on pre- 
sent day N. Rayla Ave.) and 
moved his stock of supplies. He 
sold his store to his brother 
George and George ran it with 


his sons. In 1910 they built a 
new store on Main St. and the 
building is still standing. 

Brownsboro became a 
thriving town with good commu- 
nity pride. Other store owners 
and businessmen included: Mr. 
Hess, James Bell, E.V. Osborne 
(had a blacksmith shop) and A. 
E. Austin. 

Brownsboro school Dis- 
tirct # 39 was officially opened in 
1873 as Bethleham. The Little 
Butte Creek school Dristrict # 63 
was organized in the late 1880's 
in order to serve the children be- 
tween the Lake Creek Post Of- 
fice and the Brownsboro School. 

Other nearby farming 
famlies included: Henry, Brad- 


shaw, Isaacs and Stanley. 

When the old timers died 
the younger folks moved into 
Eagle Point and other areas. 
The post office discontinued in 
1954 and the final end of the 
last standing building, the 
Brownsboro Tavern, was de- 
stroyed when a truck ran 
through it in January 1993. All 
is quiet in the Brownsboro area 
and the old road stil] rambles by 
the farmer’ fields of long ago. 
It is pleasant here and although 
the town is gone, the memories 
remain. 
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Top: Brownsboro Tavern, 
Post Office, store & gas 
station, 1946 . Operators: 
Lucille & Willard Cave. 
Everette Skeeter’s loggers 
having a beer and waiting 
for the weigh station to 
close. 

Bottom: Photos of the truck 
accident in 1993 that was 
the end of Brownsboro. 
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Did you ever wonder how 
some local streets, roads, 
bridges mountains and 
creeks got their name? 
Most names were chosen 
by our early pioneers who 
first settled in this area. 
Sites were named after 
people, animals and events. 
Names like Snowy Butte 
and Eagle Point might make 
sense, but what’s the story 
behind a name like fea 
Creek”? 


Hog_ Creek is Riceace 
about 4 miles northeast of 


Eagle Point. One sly local 
rancher had a habit of making 
moonshine. He hid some 
moonshine in wooden barrels 
and buried them near a gently 
meandering stream in his field. 
His hogs up-rooted the barrels 
and drank the moonshine. The 
drunken, squealing pigs could 
be heard all the way to Eagle 
Point. Hence the name Hog 
Creek. 

Nick Young Road, at 
the junction of old HWY. 62 
was named after early pioneer 
Nicholas Young. Nicholas 
settled his donation land claim 
June/July 1853, the second 
DLC settled on Little Butte 
Creek. 

Nicholas A Young was 
born in France around 1826. He 
came to the U.S. in 1841and 
spent five years in New Orleans 
where he received his 
citizenship. Nicholas and his 
brother, John, came to Little 
Butte in 1852. Nicholas and his 
wife Wilhelmina had _— six 
children: Anna, Peter, Thomas, 
Catherine, Joseph and Clara. In 
1854 “Nick” became a partner 
in the first trading post on Little 
Butte Creek. Nick’s sons did not 
marry. Catherine married a 


Givan and Anna married a 
Owens. There are no records of 
descendants from this family. 
Wilhelmina died in 1883 at the 
age of 44, Nicholas died in 
1902. Both are buried at 
Jacksonville. 

Linn Road on the NE 
side of HWY. 62 has an 
interesting history. The road 
was a nameless wagon road for 
folks living on Long Mountain 
who traveled to Eagle Point. In 
1919, John and Mary King Linn 
purchased 160 acres (about 1 
mile from HWY. 62) on the 
hillside. The Linn’s planted a 
large apricot orchard along with 
some peach, pear and cherry 
trees. The Linn’s did dry land 
farming and used local help to 
harvest the fruit. One 14 year- 
old hired boy was Elmer 
Hamish, others were: Jo Hurst, 
Chester Smith, and Bernice 
Dressler. Elmer remembers that 
people came from all over the 
county to get the Linn fruit. Then 


during the depression the 
apricots were shipped _ to 
Sacramento and to make 


apricot nectar. 

Unfortunately for Elmer, 
when cherry picking time arrived 
he lost his job. He said he felt 
someone was watching him. 
Finally the boss came over and 
told him he was eating more that 
he was putting in the bucket and 
to go on home. Elmer's mother 
told him she was afraid that 
would happen. 

About 76 years ago, 
when Bernice Dressler was 14, 
she also worked on the Linn 
ranch. Bernice went to school 
with Mary Linn and they were 
best friends. Bernice stayed at 
the Linn ranch during harvest 
season. Bernice remembers 
when Mary's father, John, 
bought a Dodge touring car. He 


didn’t drive so he let Mary drive 
while he coached from the back 
seat. Bernice went with the 
family on a long trip to Crater 
Lake . They all stayed at the 
government camp a few miles 
from Crater Lake. Bernice 
brought her small Brownie 
camera and took several 
pictures. Bernice said all 
members of everyone's family 
worked in those days. Bernice’s 
brother, Jesse, worked on a 
thrashing crew going from farm 
to farm. 

The Linn’s Sold their 
ranch in 1933 and moved to 
Southern California. The Linn 
farm house is gone now, but if 
you drive 1 1/2 miles from HWY. 
62 up the hill look to the right and 
you can still see a few orchard 
trees. Descendants of the Linn 
family live in Texas. 

Thousands of people 
drive across the old William 
Perry concrete bridge that 
crosses Little Butte Creek at 
Main Street Eagle Point. The 
bridge is now 51 years old. It was 
named after William Perry born 
on Big Butte, near Butte Falls, on 
Feb. 16, 1876. William must 
have had an interesting boyhood 
being the only boy with seven 
sisters. One might wonder how 
long he had to wait in line to 
brush his teeth in the morning. 
At the young age of 19, William 
married a local neighbor girl, 
Lulu. Obenchain. His second 
marriage was to Lake Creek 
pioneer, Augusta (Nussbaum). 
William was active in county 
affairs for may years, being road 
supervisor from 1921 until 1933: 
ditch master for the Little Butte 
Irrigation District from 1933 until 
1938 and county commissioner 
from 1938 until he resigned on 
Sept. 1, 1946. William’s mother, 
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Susie Perry, always had 
an “open door’ attitude 
and she was the host for 
community picnics and 
family get-to-gathers. 
William's father, Martin 
Perry, died in 1884 and in 
1910 Susie married F. M. 
Stewart. To our 
knowledge, there are no 
Perry descendants left in 
our area. 


~~ 
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Top “Picking” crew on the Linn Orchard. Middle: 
John Linn and Mary King Linn on the homeplace. 
Bottom left: .Bernice Dressler and Mary Linn. 

Left: Frank Linn. Photos courtesy Bernice 
Dressler Gorden & Pat Perry Schaeffer. 


VOTE FOR 
WM. PERRY 
REPUBLICAN NOMINEE FOR 


COUNTY GSMMISSIONER 
FOR JACKSON COUNTY 


Top: the Perry sisters: Hattie, Nellie, 
Emma, Libbie, Nettie, Lottie & Della (not 
in order). Middle Perry family with Susie 
far left and Wiliam in the middle. 


GENERAL ELECTION 
NOVEMBER 44,1938 


BORN AND RAISEO IN JACKSON COUNTY 
12 YEARS AT GUILOING AND MAINTAINING ROAQSD 
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MUSEUM HAPPENINGS 


Left: The old Pech buggy has a new top. 
Robert & Billie Pech donated money to have 
the old Pech buggy top restored. It is a 
wonderful addition to our museum and 
everyone enjoys looking at this fine piece of 
local history. 

Bottom: Ron Quiring, principal of Eagle Point 
Junior High School, brought a group of 
Japanese exchange students from Showa 
Village, Japan, to see the Eagle Point 
Museum. Here he explains how the old 
Victrola works. The group visited the 
museum, Butte Creek Mill and the Eagle Point 
school facilities. 


Center: photo of the old Dudley Post Office 
“town now gone”. 
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Annual Dinner and Election of Board of 
Directors 


The annual meeting and election of the board 
of directors was held August 10, 1998. 

Outgoing board members, Ken Beebe & 
Wayne Jackson, were reelected. Larry Vaughn was 
elected president and treasurer. Wayne Jackson, 
vice-president; Theda Havice, secretary; Don 
Reynolds, board; Carol Reynolds, board: Amy 
Dawson, board. 


Meetings, Fun and Refreshments Are In Order 

You are invited to attend our monthly 
meetings the 2nd Monday of each month at 7pm, 
held at the museum on North Royal Ave. After each 
meeting, refreshments are served courtesy of 
various members. Come join us in planning the 
historical future of the Eagle Point Historical Society 
& Museum. Meet new friends and get acquainted 
with our staff and board members. 


Donations 
Lu Anthony donated a large ship key 
engraved “steering gear engine room 


(Munttoren). Wayne Jackson donated a large 
key. Wilfred & Venita LeVasseur some foreign 
coins. Bob Everspaugh two Liberty Bell silver 
dollars. Skip Geear several 8 X 10 photos of 
Charlie Given (old Givan ranch off Agate Rd. on 
the Rogue River) Beverly Gambello, a Polaroid 
250 Land Camera. 

Mary Dugan brought a beautiful wedding 
dress dating back to the Dugan-Sidley family of 
Lake Creek and Eagle Point. The two-piece Ivory 
lace dress belonged to Geneva Allen McDonald. 
Geneva married Angus Roy McDonald in 1888. 
The McDonalds settled in Eagle Point in 1919. 
Their home was at 755 S. Royal Ave. Geneva is 
the great-grandmother of Pat Dugan of Eagle 
Point. Pat & Mary Dugan live on the old Dugan 
homeplace on Nick Young Road. 


July Ath Parade 
Being chavffeured through the streets of Eagle Point are, Eagle Point Historical 
Society board members, Ken Beebe & Amy Dauson. Martin Burkes behind the wheel 
of his 1931 Chev Touring Car while his wife, Lola, looks on. The photo was taken in 
front of the Eagle Point Museum. 
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YARD SALE REPORT 

Bigger and better this 
year. Forty-four spaces were sold. 
There was bumper to bumper 
traffic and everyone made money. 
The Senior Citizens stand ran out 
of hot dogs and the museum sold 
all of their soft drinks. The 
weather was great and the bargain 
hunters found their bargains. 

Thanks to Ed Dahack, Ron 
Grensky, and Randy Sell for 
letting us use their Jand for our 
fund-raising project. The museum 
made money and we added 22 
new members to our roster 
Thanks to our own volunteers 
who worked the sale: Don 
Reynolds, Caro! Reynolds, Tina 
Redington, Kathy Eaton, Ann 
Brookins, Amy Dawson, Arlene 
Hoffman, Beryl Hickson, Inita 
Kaiser and Barbara Hegne event 
director. Thanks to _ Tina 
Redington for making the big road 
signs and thanks to Ken Beebe for 
helping put up yard sale direction 
signs. 


#10 


Meet Melva Smith who has worked for 
the Historical Society & Museum for over 
a year. She is the daughter of Irma (Ash) 
& Charley Cushman, early settlers of 
Trail OR. Melva is seen here bringing our 
inventory and photo records up to date. 


Membership 

Welcome new members: Dan Bunn, 
Wally & Joan West upgrade to Lifetime, 
Southern Oregon Sanitation (Eagle Porn 
branch, upgrade to lifetime), Dorothy Carlson 
Farley sponsored Betty Glass & Anna Zander. 
Lu Anthony sponsored Chris Pettigrew, Alfred & 
Kathleen (Pat) Schaeffer, Moozie’s Cafe & 
Catering, Don Pettit sponsored four local youths 
to memberships. Charley Ryther, Ben & Amy 
Dawson upgrade to Lifetime. LTM upgrade to 
lifetime and 22 members from our yard sale 
event: Serendipity, John Ansted, Dale Kelsey, 
Claire Thornton, Margaret Hecker, Ricci Lee, 
Joan Bergman, Wilma Fry, Denise Ashley, Lee 
Lemacks, Terry Collom, Mary Diehl, Bud 
McCune, Sheri Larkin, Bobbie Schultz, Robert 
Bennett, Kathryn Spoon, Frances McCormick, 
Shawnte Savio, Del Dahlen Mel Buny and 
Linda Watson. 


Comments 


“| am very impressed with this museum. It is 
much more interesting than the Jacksonville 
museum and everything is very well 
displayed.” Kathy Cartwright Medford, Ore. 
“This is great! Fantastic.” Max Ferrer 
“Enjoyed the exhibit very much. Always 
reminds me of years gone by-long gone 
possessions.Thank you for the loving 
display.” Kay Garde. 

"Excellent !! Right on! Menibeth 

“Received wonderful help on my family line.” 
Nadine Eck 

“A fine example of memorabilia that is 
meaningful and one that the average 
American can actually relate to! Very 
enjoyable and the curator was extremely kind 
and courteous to us.” Thank you! Beverly 
Gambeth. ‘ 
“Everything is so beautifully displayed!.” Erin 
Bishop 

‘The museum brought back a lot of 
memories!” 

Comment from Nanci Watkins Southern 
Oregon Sanitation, Eagle Point branch. “| love 
your stories in the newsletter. | especially like 
the Wood house story. They must have been 
some family.” 


Board of Directors of the Eagle F Point” 
Historical Soclery | ee 

tary Vauani President ae 

Treasurer) pe 

Wayne Jackson, Vice- President 

Theda Havice, Secretary — 

Don Reynolds, Board 

Ken Beebe, Board — 

Carol Reynolds, Board 

Amy Dawson, Board = 

Barbara Hegne Chief Administrative Offic cer 


A rare and historically valuable water 
pump was stolen from the front yard of the 
museum. The pump was donated by Kay Kelty 
and dates back to the Daley family. The 
inscription on the pump reads “Ashland Iron 
Works & Foundry March 1888”. Although we 
had the pump set in concrete someone pulled 
it out with a pick up. If you see this pump 
contact the Eagle Point Police Department. 


Don Reynolds, president of the Eagle Point 
Historical Society for the past three years, 
welcomes newly elected president, Larry 
Vaughn. Larry has been treasurer of the society 
for three years and will continue to hold that 


office. 
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Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $100 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


Summer-Fall Schedule: 
Sunday, Mon. Tues. Wed. 
Thurs & Fri. 12 Noon to 
4pm 
Saturday 10 AM to 4pm. 
Museum 826-~4166 


Join Our Family 
Tree 
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